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excepting only the Sultan. He possessed bravery and
cunning in equal measure,, and alone of the great
nobles of the court had the spirit to resent an insult
offered to him by the favourite of the low-born mistress
of Jahandar.
Meanwhile Muhammad Shah found intolerable the tute-
lage he had supported with difficulty since his accession.
In conjunction with Sadat Khan it was decided to assas-
sinate the Sayyids. Husain Ali was accordingly poniarded
in his palanquin by a pretended petitioner. His brother
Abdullah attempted to maintain the falling fortunes of
his house, but was defeated by the Emperor in a battle
fought between Delhi and Agra. Muhammad was so
far successful, but revolts broke out among the Rajput
princes, and it was obvious that the central power was
wholly unable to enforce its authority in the provinces.
AsofJdh, after securing his independence in the Dekhan,
returned to Delhi as Minister, where he found all in
confusion, and the Emperor, the slave of his mistress,
who kept his seal and exercised his powers. Mutual
recriminations and distrust soon succeeded, and in 1723
the Minister resigned and returned to his government of
the Dekhan. The Emperor instigated the governor o"f
Haidarabad to oppose him, whereupon Asof Jah gave
him battle, defeated him, and sent his head to the Em-
peror as that of a rebel.
He then turned his attention to his really powerful
enemies, the Marathas. He had during- his first
government of the Dekhan busily fomented the dis-
sensions consequent upon the rival claims of Sahu and
Samba to the throne of Sambaji. The chief authority,
however, resided at this time in the Brahmin Balaji
Visvandth, originally <i village accountant in the Konkan,
who* supported the cause of Sahu, confirmed him in his
throne, and became his Peshwa or Minister. He ob-
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